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Newsletter, Issue 8:  5th June  2024
UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday 7th June Hot Lunches - Spaghetti Buns
Yr 8s  National Young Leaders Day (NYLD)

Thursday 13th June Yr 7 & 8 Technology

Friday 14th June Assembly
Community Dinner 6pm

Tuesday 18th June
(PP Thurs 20th June) Yr 7 & 8 Hockey

Wednesday 19th June Sports Activator
Friday 21st June Hot Lunches - Sausage in Bread
Monday 24th June Board of Trustees (BOT) Meeting 7pm
Tuesday 25th June
(PP Thurs 27th June) Yr 5 & 6 Hockey

Thursday 27th June Yr 7 & 8 Technology
Friday 28th June Matariki - Public Holiday
Monday 1st July Life Education - Harold the Giraffe
Tuesday 2nd July Sports Activator

Friday 5th July Hot Lunches - Pumpkin Soup
Assembly

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Beau 

who tu
rns 10

 

on th
e 5th June Briarwho turns 7 on the 5th June

Ruby

who turns 7 

on the 5th June
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 Kei kā kupu mai i te tumuaki
Kia ora koutou.
I tere wiki i Pōneke ahau i tetahi hui a tau.  Last week I was in Wellington for our 
Teaching Principals’ Conference.  It was a big week of learning, but I came away 
feeling awfully proud of Waiwera South School, it’s community and what we are 
doing for our students.  It is great to get away and hear what other small school are 
doing to ensure we are on the right track.  We are so fortunate to have such a 
supportive community and stable staff - it really does make all the difference.
While I was in Wellington, we farewelled the Nitsak 
family, who have headed back to Ukraine to spend 
some time with family, we know they have arrived 
safely and look forward to hearing updates on their 
travels.  We will miss Artem, Danyil and Sofiia at 
school and their family in the community. 

While I was in Wellington I was able to go and have another look around the Te 
Papa and see Pvt Jack Dunn for real.  The thing that had the most impact on the 
children was the Jack Dunn was nothing special - he had no rank, but he was 
someone who knew what his values were and he stood by them.  He was always 
kind, he respected others, he would go out of his way to ensure others in his unit 
were ok, sharing his rations if he thought that was what was required. His inherent 
goodness and strong values made him the only person to be pardoned from the 
firing squad (he fell asleep at his post while sick - but covering the shift for 
someone else). Learning about Jack Dunn tied in perfectly with the work we have 
been doing in the Senior Class about finding and living by our own personal 
values, knowing what kind of person we want to be known as. Jack Dunn’s story 
showed us the importance of being true to yourself and how at the end your values 
will stand you in good stead.  
We refer to our school Values or Respect, Responsibility, Honesty and Ora 
often at school to ensure the children understand what these mean and are able to 
make good decisions based on them.  These provide us a good foundation on 
which to base our learning.
This week we are lucky enough to have three new pupils and their families starting 
at Waiwera South School.  We have Tatoa, yr 7, Brylee yr 6 and Marshall yr 2 all 
joining us, we welcome you and your families to our community and are looking 
forward to sharing Waiwera South with you.  
I hope that many of you can make it to our Community Dinner on June 13th - it will 
be great to catch up and meet some new people in the community.
Have a fabulous few weeks.
Noho ora mai
Kaz Bissett

A few weeks back the Senior Class had a private 
virtual tour of the ANZAC display at Te Papa, the story 
of Private Jack Dunn was the one that resonated with 
the students the most.



The junior room have been learning about the moon as part of our Day/Night 
Inquiry. We made our own moons using shaving foam, PVA and a drop of dye 
and using our fingers and a brush, made craters, valleys and bumps for the 
surface. On the back of our art we wrote a moon fact. 

JUNIORS

the moon is 
Earth’s 
natural 

satellite

Did you know…. the moon doesn’t 
make its own 

light…it reflects 
the sunlight

the moon goes 
through 8 

phases as it 
orbits Earth

the moon is 
made of 

rock and 
metal

the moon 
orbits Earth, 
1 mile every 

2 seconds



RIPPA RUGBY
Our students had a wonderful day at Rippa Rugby two weeks ago - we were 
very proud of the great teamwork, sportsmanship and skill shown by all of 
our Waiwera South students. 

A huge thank you to Sport Clutha for organising - it is always such a good 
event, and to South Otago High School for supplying the referees. Also a big 
thank you to the parents who provided transport and helped with teams. 





I said to myself I've got this, 
nobody has lasted for 6 seconds. 
I’ve got this! The gate swings open, 
Yeeehaaa Bruce the bull ducks his 
head! I nearly went flying into the 
stands, instead, I bump into the 
fence and everyone gasps. The 
fence falls down, the bull leaps out 
of the ring and all of the horse 
riders gallop after me with a lasso 
to catch the bull. I quickly jump up, 
the bull charges at me while I am 
climbing the fence. I just got over 
the fence in time. 
Jacob

The gates fly open, it's time to go! 
I'm still on the bull. Oh Oh I know 
what it is going to do. It is going 
for the fence, it is getting closer 
and closer. Boof! Ow! When I 
finally looked up I saw the bull, it 
was running at me. I was running 
as fast as I could trying to get out 
of its way.
Daniel

I sit and eat my lunch when I feel 
something furry touch my shoulder. I 
drop my lunch and see a big 
GORILLA. I notice that I am in the 
gorilla cage!
It looks at my lunch and I'm confused 
and then I know what the problem is, 
my lunch is a banana! Gorillas love 
bananas and more importantly, I’m 
hungry.  
Ryan M

MIDDLE ROOM WRITING





HOT LUNCHES  Term 2  
ALL HOT LUNCH ORDERS ARE DONE VIA GOOGLE FORMS 
By now you should have received an email with a link to the order 
form - please contact the office if you have not received this email.

All payments go directly to the PARENTS PLUS Account.  
Account details are in the email. If you are unable to do your 
rostered duty, please organise to swap with someone else.

Date Lunch Rostered

7 June Spaghetti Buns Bielski/Miller

21 June Sausage in Bread Liggett-Jelley

5 July Pumpkin Soup McKenzie


